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you saw me safely back and loaded me with your splendid gifts.
It would be a great advantage to me to arrive in my own country
with fuller coffers. For thus enriched I should win a kindlier wel-
come and greater respect from everyone I met after returning to
Ithaca/

' Odysseus,9 said Alcinous, 'we are far from regarding you as
one of those impostors and humbugs whom this dark world
brings forth in such profusion to spin their lying yams which
nobody can test. On the contrary, not only is your speech a de-
light but you have sound judgement too, and you have told us
the stories of your compatriots and your own grievous misad-
ventures with all the artistry that a ballad-singer might display.
I beg you now to continue and let us know whether you also
saw any of those heroic comrades of yours who joined you on
the expedition to Ilium and fell in action there. The night is still
long, too long for reckoning; and the time has not yet come for
us to seek our sleeping-quarters. Tell me more of your marvel-
lous doings. I could hold out till the blessed dawn, if only you
could bring yourself to stay in this hall and continue the tale of
your misfortunes.'

In response to this the resourceful Odysseus went on with his
story.

* Lord Alcinous, my most worshipful prince,' he began, * there
is a time for long tales, but there is also a time for sleep. How-
ever, if you really wish to hear me further, far be it from me to
deny you an even more tragic tale than you have heard already.
I will tell you the sad fate of my comrades-in-arms who per-
ished after the sack and escaped from the perils and turmoil of
the Trojan war only to lose their lives when homeward bound,
all through the whim of one unfaithful wife.

'In the end, holy Persephone drove off the women's ghosts.
They scattered in all directions, and I was approached by the
soul of Agamemnon son of Atreus. He came in sorrow, and
round about him were gathered the souls of all those who had
met their doom and died with him in Aegisthus' palace. As soon
as he had drunk the dark blood, he recognized me, uttered a loud